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“Twilight Pow Wow” by Nanno G. Lee, part of the abstract
art exhibit at Friendship Gallery in August.

Jazz also took the stage with concerts by Tommy Cecil
and Robert Redd, Steve Hom and Karla Chisholm, and
the Susan Jones Jazz Band. Ellouise Schoettler brought
us stories of strong 20th century women, while Mini-
Musicals on the Move brought a little bit of Edwardian
England with a performance of “Mary Poppins.”

The summer featured several kid-friendly concerts—
complete with glow sticks. Among the favorites were
Marsha Goodman Wood, and the Bele Bele Rhythm
Collective, which had children and adults alike jumping
and dancing to the beat of 12 African drums.

A wealth of music and dance ranging from sea
shanties to tango came to Friendship Heights with per-
formances by the World Jam Club, Machaya Klezmer,
IONA, the Maritime Voices, Kinor Dance Company
and the Dixie Power Trio.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Health issues have always been important at the Cen-
ter. Suburban Hospital continued to provide weekly
blood pressure checks and nurse consultations, as
well as monthly health lectures. In addition, Helene
Emsellem, a nationally known sleep expert, spoke on
insomnia and aging. A first aid class was presented by
Suburban Hospital on a Saturday in June.

Staff members from lona Senior Services came to
discuss how lona programs help older adults and family
caregivers. Free glaucoma screenings, provided by the

Prevention of Blindness Society, were held on a Saturday
in March. Pneumonia and flu shots were administered
by the Visiting Nurse Association in September. AARP
Safe Driving workshops were offered in the spring
and fall and were filled, as always. The speech, care-
givers and vision support groups continued to meet;
the caregivers support group ended in the summer. In
the fall, the Center hosted National Prescription Drug
Take-Back Day when residents could drop off expired
or unwanted medication for safe disposal by the county
police and DEA.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

TheVillage Center celebrated its opening in 1986 with
barbeque and bluegrass at the annual Community Day
in April. Fall Festival in October featured diner food
and Motown music. Our other special events — July
4th and New Year’s Day Open House—were festive
and provided an opportunity to recognize volunteers
who have given their time to activities at the Center.

ART EXHIBITIONS

Millie Shott, our curator, coordinates monthly art
exhibits at Friendship Gallery. “A Holiday Affair,” the
annual artisan craft fair, took place in November.

THANK YOU

Many volunteers contribute countless hours to assist
with the programs at the Center. Our special thanks
to the Village Council, our committees (including the
Program Advisory Committee, whose valuable input
is always appreciated), volunteers and staff for their
dedicated efforts throughout the year.

“Le regard d’amour,” a photo by Tracey Biagas, was fea-
tured in the Friendship Gallery art exhibit in July.
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The Greatest Gift in Life

Ei 15 the Gift of Friendship
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The Council Report

The Friendship Heights Village Council
4433 South Park Avenue
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815

www.friendshipheightsmd.gov
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2017 Annual Report and FY2019 Proposed Budget



